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Indeed, when the true nature of my fa-
ther’s role became more fully known by his
superiors in the U.S. State Department, he
was removed from his position in the visa
section. Given meaningless bureaucratic pa-
perwork, he was passed over time and again
for promotions, and he was ultimately dis-
patched to Buenos Aires, Argentina, with my
mother and their five children. Despite the
threat from Nazi sympathizers and agents
acting with the U.S. State Department, my
father continued to investigate and report on
the Nazi menace in Latin America and in the
U.S. Embassy in Buenos Aires.

In an ultimatum to the State Department
in 1945, he vowed to resign from the diplo-
matic corps if there were no efforts to put a
stop to the spread of Nazism and fascism in
Latin America. For this ultimatum, he was
again passed over for promotion and his
pleas for investigations of Nazi gold and war
criminals being smuggled into Chile and Ar-
gentina on German U-boats (submarines)
were ignored.

He then made good on his vow, resigned
from his post, and returned to the family
homestead in Salem to farm, paint, pursue
various business ventures and study Bud-
dhism and Eastern philosophy, which he em-
braced as a believer in mystical Christianity.

Only now, after 50 years of obscurity, is my
father’s story coming to light worldwide.
After discovering the cache of documents, I
began an effort to investigate all of his cor-
respondence and official files, including
those in the U.S. archives, which are now de-
classified, and to find those he rescued who
may never have known his role in their es-
capes. All of these incredible stories of spies,
refugees, counterspies, American heroes, sur-
realist artists and writers fighting and flee-
ing the conflagration which engulfed Europe,
I am assembling into a personal and histor-
ical account of the events for publication
based on my father’s papers and supporting
documents.

Prompted by contacts from a man whom
he rescued and from the U.S. Holocaust Mu-
seum in Washington, D.C., which knew of his
involvement in the effort, the key docu-
ments and photographs I discovered in that
ancient linen closet behind the fireplace
have been duplicated and are being preserved
by the museum. More than 50 documents and
photographs from my father’s files were ex-
hibited, along with several of my father’s
surrealist paintings and landscapes, at the
Simon Weisenthal Center—House of Toler-
ance Museum, in Los Angeles, during July
and August this past summer.

PETITION SEEKS MEDAL

A petition prepared by survivors my father
helped rescue asks that Hiram Bingham IV
be honored with a medal from the State of
Israel and a tree planted in his honor at Yad
Vashem, the Holocaust Memorial in Israel.

If he is awarded the Yad Vashem medal as
one of the rescuers, he will be only the sec-
ond U.S. Citizen and the only U.S. diplomat
ever so honored for putting his life and ca-
reer on the line to rescue Jewish refugees.

Perhaps most important, the documents
related to Nazi gold and war criminals being
spirited away to Latin America on sub-
marines with the knowledge of the U.S.
State Department now are being inves-
tigated by the Simon Weisenthal Center.e

————
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

e Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
in recognition of Black History Month
I come to the floor to honor a little-
known member of the Lewis and Clark
expedition that explored the Oregon
territory. Expedition historians tell us
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that an African-American by the name
of York accompanied Lewis, Clark and
the Shoshoni woman, Sacagawea on
the long journey ending in the area of
what is now Fort Clatsop, OR.

Throughout the Lewis and Clark ex-
pedition, York served as a valuable
translator, helped to strengthen Na-
tive-American relations, and guided
several successful trading ventures. It
has been said that on numerous occa-
sions, York risked his life so that the
expedition could continue. York’s con-
tributions were numerous, and accord-
ing to the Lewis and Clark Heritage
Foundation, when the party reached
the Columbia River, a decision had to
be made whether to head to the north
shore of the Columbia—Washington
State—or cross the river to the south
side—Oregon—where Indians had said
that game could be found. An actual
vote of the members was recorded, rep-
resenting the first American democrat-
ically held election west of the Rockies
that included the vote of a woman,
Sacagawea, and a black man, York.

Today, a mural in the southwest cor-
ner of the Rotunda of Oregon State
Capital in Salem depicts the expedition
that Merriwether Lewis and William
Clark, Sacagawea and York made
through the Louisiana and Oregon Ter-
ritories. I want to join all Oregonians
today in celebrating Black History
Month and celebrate the contributions
that African-Americans have made to
American history.e

————————

RECOGNITION OF DR. ROBERT
REID, INCOMING PRESIDENT OF
THE CALIFORNIA MEDICAL AS-
SOCIATION

e Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
would like to recognize Dr. Robert
Reid, who on February 16, 1998, will be-
come the 133rd President of the Cali-
fornia Medical Association, the largest
medical association in the nation. With
a membership of 35,000 physicians, Cali-
fornia Medical Association represents
California physician from all regions,
medical specialities and modes of prac-
tice—from solo practitioners, to aca-
demic physicians, to physicians work-
ing in large group practices. Reflecting
the diversity that is California, the as-
sociation’s members advocate for qual-
ity of care and access to health care for
all of the state’s residents.

Dr. Reid is a practicing Obstetrician-
Gynecologist and Director of Medical
Affairs for the Cottage Health System
in Santa Barbara, California. Prior to
becoming the hospital’s Medical Direc-
tor, Dr. Reid served as the hospital’s
Chief of Staff and has been a member
of its Board of Directors since 1991.

Dr. Reid is also a fellow of the Amer-
ican College of Obstetrics-Gynecology
and Past President of the Tri-Counties
Obstetrics-Gynecology Society.

He became active in organized medi-
cine in 1972 when he joined the Cali-
fornia Medical Association. Ten years
later he was elected President of the
Santa Barbara County Medical Society

February 11, 1998

and has since gone on to serve the
House of Medicine as alternate dele-
gate to the AMA, Vice-Speaker of the
CMA Committee on Scientific Assem-
blies, and chair of the CMA Finance,
Membership Development and Commu-
nications committees.

Born in Milan, Italy, Dr. Reid is a
graduate of the University of Colorado
Medical Center. He lives in Santa Bar-
bara, CA, with his wife Patricia, and is
the father of four grown children. I am
sure Dr. Robert Alfred Reid will con-
tinue to make many important con-
tributions to medicine and to the na-
tion’s health policy debate.

———

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

e Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, since
1926, we have designated February as
the month during which we honor the
contributions of African-Americans to
our history, our culture, and our fu-
ture.

Of course, no month should pass
without our giving attention to the
historical legacy of America’s African-
Americans. However, this month is the
time when we devote special attention
to this legacy, which, in the face of
seemingly insurmountable odds, has
survived and enriched American life in
countless ways.

As it does each year, the Association
for the Study of Afro-American Life
and History (ASALH) has selected a
theme for this month’s celebration.
This year’s theme is ‘‘African Ameri-
cans and Business: The Path Toward
Empowerment.”

Mr. President, maybe more than any
other theme, the question of African-
Americans and business demands our
attention and interest. The degree to
which African-Americans participate
in and benefit from America’s commer-
cial and business life may be the single
best indicator of whether they have ob-
tained the equality of opportunity and
freedom for which they have long
strived and to which they are entitled
under our Constitution. We move to-
ward full equality when uniquely gifted
individuals—athletes, artists, enter-
tainers, etc.—capture the public’s
imagination and because of their
unique gifts transcend the limits
placed on their race. We move even
closer to this goal when each and every
African-American has the opportunity
to get a loan, lease or purchase prop-
erty, open a business, develop a prod-
uct, hire other African-Americans, and
contribute to the betterment of his
community. The ability of African-
Americans to have these most basic
avenues of opportunity and advance-
ment open to them may give us the
best sense of just how far we have pro-
gressed on the road to equality.

Thus, any study of the history of Af-
rican-Americans and business should
highlight not only the many brilliant
inventors and entrepreneurs who have
made unique or major contributions to
American history. It should also take
note of the many average, hard-work-
ing people who have fulfilled, against
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